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Reflection

Imagine a home that provides shelter, comfort, and fosters wellbeing (this can be 
a home you have experienced or not):

What are some ways this home may help provide the foundation for the lives of 
its inhabitants? Think about both social and physical needs.



Housing: Framing Questions

• Does an individual/family/community have housing?

• Is that housing stable?

• What is the quality of the housing?





Housing Stability is consistent, reliable access to safe and affordable housing without the 
risk of sudden displacement or homelessness. People are able to stay in their homes without 
fear of eviction, forced moves, or major disruptions that could lead to housing loss. 

Housing Security/Insecurity encompasses a broader set of factors. It includes housing 
stability and assurance that the home meets standards of safety, affordability, and quality. 

In essence, housing stability focuses more on the consistency of having a home, while 
housing security encompasses the overall assurance and quality of one's living environment.

Housing Stability & Security



The Experience of Being Unhoused
• Sheltered homelessness refers 

to when an individual is 
experiencing being unhoused and 
is living in temporary or transitional 
housing. Temporary or transitional 
housing can include a shelter, 
hotel, motel, or other type of 
facility, such as a medical facility or 
rehabilitation

• According to HUD (Housing and 
Urban Development), 
“Unsheltered homelessness 
takes many forms in both urban, 
suburban, and rural settings. 
Unsheltered homelessness can be 
sleeping in vehicles, abandoned 
buildings, farms, and wilderness.”



2024 Supreme Court Ruling 
on Criminalization of 
Experiencing being 

Unhoused



Criminalization of Being Unhoused in NYC

“The National Coalition for the Homeless is alarmed by the subway safety plan released by 
your administration on February 18, 2022...

After 40 years if we have learned one thing it is that use of law enforcement to deal with a 
social service/housing issues will fail and will only extend the stay on the streets for many 
caught up in these sweeps.”

https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/home/downloads/pdf/press-releases/2022/the-subway-safety-plan.pdf


Disparities in Experiencing Being Unhoused
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African Americans: Although they constitute approximately 12% of the U.S. population, 
African Americans represent about 37% of individuals experiencing sheltered homelessness. 

Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders: This group makes up 0.3% of the U.S. population 
but accounts for 1.8% of the sheltered homeless population, indicating a six-fold disparity. 

American Indians and Alaska Natives: Comprising 1.3% of the U.S. population, they 
represent 3.4% of the sheltered homeless population. 

Hispanic or Latino Individuals: They make up 19% of the U.S. population but constitute 
24% of the sheltered homeless population.

Disparities in Experiencing Being Unhoused



Displacement Risk in NYC

Let’s explore the disparities in displacement risk in NYC.

What neighborhoods are most at risk?

What is the demographics of those neighborhoods?

Compare and contrast a high displacement neighborhood vs a low displacement 
neighborhood



Displacement Risk in NYC



Housing

“The United Nations Habitat Agenda used the term 
housing to encompass several attributes of the 
habitat that include physical infrastructure at the 
community and individual levels. The Habitat 
Agenda defined adequate housing and shelter 
broadly. It is more than merely a roof over one’s 
head....” – Jacobs 2011

Jacobs, AJPH 2011.



Housing
What is adequate housing?

It is physical infrastructure at the community and 
individual levels, that provide:

1. adequate privacy
2. adequate space 
3. physical accessibility 
4. structural stability and durability 
5. adequate lighting
6. heating
7. Ventilation
8. adequate basic infrastructure, such as:
9. water supply
10. sanitation
11. waste management facilities
12. suitable environmental quality & health-related 

factors
13. accessible location with regard to work and 

basic facilitiesJacobs, AJPH 2011.



Housing Quality Disparities:
Substandard Housing by Race/Ethnicity

Jacobs, AJPH 2011. (Note, the paper did not include an exact definition of substandard housing)



Swendener et al. (2023)

Housing Quality Disparities

• “Within location type, we identified 
differences in housing quality by 
disability, race, and ethnicity.” -
Swendener et al. (2023)

• Data from 2015-2019



Swendener et al. (2023)

Housing Quality Disparities
• Rural American 

Indian or Alaska 
Native adults had 
the highest 
proportion with 
an incomplete 
kitchen (3.53%)

• Followed by rural 
Asian American 
or Pacific 
Islander, urban 
American Indian 
or Alaska Native, 
and rural Other 
race adults (all 
less than 1.46%)



Swendener et al. (2023)

Housing Quality Disparities
• “American Indian 

or Alaska Native 
adults have the 
largest 
proportion of 
adults with 
incomplete 
plumbing 
facilities

• This results in 
over 33,000 rural 
American Indian 
or Alaska Native 
residents across 
the US without 
access to basic 
plumbing in their 
homes.”



Housing Quality Disparities
Swendener et al. (2023) provide some overall conclusions:

• They found higher proportions of adults with a disability have an incomplete kitchen or incomplete plumbing

• Many individuals with disabilities may have limited incomes, which may make it difficult to afford high -quality 
housing

• Rural residents across most racial and ethnic groups have higher proportions of incomplete plumbing and kitchen 
facilities compared to their urban counterparts

• There were pronounced disparities among rural American Indian or Alaska Native adults living in substandard 
housing 

• The most common missing kitchen component was a stove/range (with the exception of American Indian or 
Alaska Native adults)

• Findings lack of several important aspects. The measure of toilets was removed from the ACS in 2016 over 
concern about public disapproval of asking about them



Housing & Health

Jacobs, AJPH 2011.

Five Key categories:

1. Physical conditions

2. Chemical conditions

3. Biological conditions

4. Building and Equipment

5. Social conditions



Biological Conditions

Mercury is the closest planet to the Sun and 
the smallest one in the Solar System—it’s 
only a bit larger than the Moon. This 
planet’s name has nothing to do with the 
liquid metal, since Mercury was named 
after the Roman messenger god

“Indoor mold and cockroach antigens have both 
been associated with worsened asthma and other 
adverse health effects” – Hood 2005



Pests

US Census, 2021

• Pests are associated with 
housing structural problem 
and some neighborhood 
characteristics

• Neighborhood characteristics 
such as proximity to trash 
and/or an abandoned building 
are associated with a higher 
likelihood of pests



Pests

US Census, 2021

The frequency of seeing 
rodents and roaches in 
homes relates to income. 
Households that see pests 
daily have the lowest 
median household 
income. 

Median 
Household 
income 
($ thousands 
of dollars)
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Race & 
Economics 
in the US

US Census



Race & Poverty in the US

Data collated from the US Census

Approx. one in 
four Black and 
Hispanic 
children in the 
US are 
experiencing 
poverty



Housing & Health

Jacobs, AJPH 2011.

Five Key categories:

1. Physical conditions (plumbing, kitchens, etc.)

2. Chemical conditions

3. Biological conditions (pests, mold, etc.)

4. Building and Equipment

5. Social conditions



Housing & Health

Jacobs, AJPH 2011.

Five Key categories:

1. Physical conditions (plumbing, kitchens, etc.)

2. Chemical conditions (lead, toxicants, etc.)

3. Biological conditions (pests, mold, etc.)

4. Building and Equipment

5. Social conditions



Lead Exposure

Infographic from CDC, 2020

Housing is a major factor in lead exposure, especially in older homes  that haven’t removed lead paint



Disparities in Lead Exposure
• Lead is a neurotoxic heavy metal

• There is no safe level of lead 
exposure

• Even small amounts of lead can 
lead to harmful and irreversible 
effects to a child’s developing 
brain

• National data from 2011-2016 
show 1.35x higher blood lead 
levels in Black children(age 1-
5yrs) compared to white children 
in the US



Two ideas

Mercury is the closest planet to the Sun and 
the smallest one in the Solar System—it’s 
only a bit larger than the Moon. This 
planet’s name has nothing to do with the 
liquid metal, since Mercury was named 
after the Roman messenger god
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Two ideas

• A standardized meal of 
spaghetti, tomato sauce, 
steamed broccoli, and 
chocolate chip cookies was 
prepared three times in each 
household

• NO2 can reach unhealthy 
levels within minutes of 
starting to cook a typical 
meal on a gas stove

Results



A Big Win 10,000 stoves
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