
Environmental 
Justice

Session 2: Climate Change & Climate Justice



Group Agreements

Only one person should be 
speaking at a time!

Try to question and critique the 
ideas being presented, rather 
than the person presenting 
them, so everyone can engage 
without feeling shut down.

If you are usually quiet 
challenge yourself to take more 
space, and if you usually talk a 
lot be mindful to leave room for 
quieter voices

Out of respect for our limited 
time, please try to get to the 
point of your comment or 
question as concisely as 
possible

One Mic
Challenge Ideas, Not 
People Listen with Empathy

Everyone has different 
experiences and perspectives -
try to avoid judgement and 
seek understanding 

If someone brings up a point 
that isn’t relevant to our 
discussion right now, but still 
important, we will try to make 
time for it later in the course

Step Up, Step Back Land the Plane Community Garden
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What is the difference between 
climate and weather?



Weather
Weather describes the current state of our 
atmosphere in a specific place.  It is always 
changing and can be impacted by many 
variables, including:

● Temperature
● Air pressure
● Cloud formation
● Wind
● Humidity
● Rain



Climate is the long-term pattern of weather in a particular area



An Inconvenient Truth (2/10) Movie CLIP - None Like it Hot (2006) HD

An Inconvenient Truth movie clips: http://j.mp/1L7Ok5V
BUY THE MOVIE: http://amzn.to/tXJlAC
Don't miss the HOTTEST NEW TRAILERS: http://bit.ly/1u2y6pr

CLIP DESCRIPTION:
A cartoon demonstration of the effects of greenhouse gases on earth.

FILM DESCRIPTION:
Former vice president Al Gore shares his concerns on the pressing issue of global warming in this documentary. A long-time environmental activist, Gore first became aware of evidence on global warming in the 1970s, and since leaving public 
office he has become a passionate advocate for large- and small-scale changes in our laws and lifestyles that could help alleviate this crisis. An Inconvenient Truth records a multi-media presentation hosted by Gore in which he discusses the 
scientific facts behind global warming, explains how it has already begun to affect our environment, talks about the disastrous consequences if the world's governments and citizens do not act, and shares what each individual can do to help 
protect the Earth for this and future generations. An Inconvenient Truth was directed by Davis Guggenheim, a veteran documentary filmmaker who also has an extensive background in episodic television.

CREDITS:
TM  © Paramount (2006)
Cast: Al Gore
Director: Davis Guggenheim
Producers: Lawrence Bender, Scott Z. Burns, Lesley Chilcott, Davis Guggenheim, Jeffrey D. Ivers, Laurie Lennard, Michael McDermott, Jeff Skoll, Ricky Strauss, Diane Weyermann, Marianna Yarovskaya

WHO ARE WE?
The MOVIECLIPS channel is the largest collection of licensed movie clips on the web. Here you will find unforgettable moments, scenes and lines from all your favorite films. Made by movie fans, for movie fans.

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR MOVIE CHANNELS:
MOVIECLIPS: http://bit.ly/1u2yaWd
ComingSoon: http://bit.ly/1DVpgtR
Indie  Film Festivals: http://bit.ly/1wbkfYg
Hero Central: http://bit.ly/1AMUZwv
Extras: http://bit.ly/1u431fr
Classic Trailers: http://bit.ly/1u43jDe
Pop-Up Trailers: http://bit.ly/1z7EtZR
Movie News: http://bit.ly/1C3Ncd2
Movie Games: http://bit.ly/1ygDV13
Fandango: http://bit.ly/1Bl79ye
Fandango FrontRunners: http://bit.ly/1CggQfC

HIT US UP:
Facebook: http://on.fb.me/1y8M8ax
Twitter: http://bit.ly/1ghOWmt
Pinterest: http://bit.ly/14wL9De
Tumblr: http://bit.ly/1vUwhH7

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OqVyRa1iuMc


anthro - pogenic climate change
human generated Long-term 

weather 
patterns





What human activities contribute to 
climate change?  





What are the impacts of climate 
change?  
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Turn to a neighbor and discuss

How would you define climate justice
and environmental justice? What 

might be the difference between 
these terms?



From Environmental to 
Climate Justice

We talked last week about the history of 
environmental justice (mostly in the United States) 

● 1982  Warren County PCB Protests

● Black communities adapting the tactics of 
the civil rights movement 

● Seen as “the merger of the environmental 
and civil rights movements”

Protesters preventing trucks filled with soil contaminated by 

polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB) from reaching the proposed Warren 
County landfill in Afton, North Carolina, September 1982

WE ACT co-Founders Peggy Shepard and the late Chuck Sutton 

raising awareness about poor air quality in Northern Manhattan



Before Warren County

● Early 1900s - Black labor organizers fighting against 
hazardous working conditions 

● 1919  strike of black and white steel mill workers in 
Gary, Indiana & 1968 Memphis Sanitation Workers 
strike

● Organizers focused on race as well as class-based 
organizing

● 1971 - Urban Environment Conference in Michigan

“Urban Environment Conference Flyer,” Give Earth a Chance: 

Environmental Activism in Michigan, accessed September 13, 2024,



— First National People of Color 
Environmental Leadership Summit

“Environmental Justice affirms the sacredness 
of Mother Earth, ecological unity and the 

interdependence of all species, and the right to 
be free from ecological destruction. ”

What themes do we see here?



“Climate Justice recognizes the disproportionate 
impacts of climate change on low-income 

communities and communities of color around the 
world, the people and places least responsible for the 

problem.”

— UC Center for Climate Justice



Principles of Climate Justice

Natural 
Solutions

Indigenous 
Leadership

Resilience and 
Adaptation

Social & Racial 
Justice

Just Transition Education

Human Rights
Intergenerational

Justice
Benefits & 

Burdens



Climate Justice

Two Notions of Justice

Focuses on the disproportionate impact of climate 
change on vulnerable communities, and on putting 
equity and human rights at the center of climate 
change action.

Aims to promote fair distribution of resources to 
address the impacts of climate change.

Focuses on ensuring that all communities have 
equal access to environmental protections and 
benefits, regardless of race, income, or national 
origin. 

Aims to address the disparities that have 
resulted from systemic oppression of minority 
communities

Environmental 
Justice



So how did these ideas converge?



Katrina and 
Climate Justice
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Hurricane Katrina: Crash Course Black American History #49

In this episode, Clint Smith details his experience as a teenager in New Orleans when Hurricane Katrina made landfall in 2005. The widespread devastation of Hurricane Katrina was a result of faulty levees and a fumbled response by FEMA, 
and it hit Black residents the hardest. Today, we'll take a closer look at the structural racism that made this disaster so catastrophic.

Clint's book, How the Word is Passed is available now! https://bookshop.org/books/how-the-word-is-passed-a-reckoning-with-the-history-of-slavery-across-america/9780316492935 

VIDEO SOURCES
Modern Racism and Modern Discrimination: The Effects of Race, Racial Attitudes, and Context on Simulated Hiring Decisions - John B. McConahay
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/levee/
https://www.newyorker.com/books/under-review/why-hurricane-katrina-was-not-a-natural-disaster
https://neworleanshistorical.org/items/show/288
Jed Horne, Breach of Faith: Hurricane Katrina and the Near Death of a Great American City (New York: Random House, 2006).
D’Ann R. Penner and Keith C. Ferdinand, Overcoming Katrina: African American Voices from the Crescent City and Beyond (London, U.K.: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009).
Jeremy Levitt and Matthew Whitaker, Hurricane Katrina: America's Unnatural Disaster (Lincoln, N.E.: University of Nebraska Press, 2009).
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK54237/

Crash Course is on Patreon! You can support us directly by signing up at http://www.patreon.com/crashcourse

Thanks to the following patrons for their generous monthly contributions that help keep Crash Course free for everyone forever:
Katie, Hilary Sturges, Austin Zielman, Tori Thomas, Justin Snyder, DL Singfield, Amelia Ryczek, Ken Davidian, Stephen Akuffo, Toni Miles, Steve Segreto, Kyle  Katherine Callahan, Laurel Stevens, Stacey Gillespie (Stacey J), Burt Humburg, 
Allyson Martin, Aziz Y, DAVID MORTON HUDSON, Perry Joyce, Scott Harrison, Mark  Susan Billian, Alan Bridgeman, Rachel Creager, Breanna Bosso, Matt Curls, Jonathan Zbikowski, Jennifer Killen, Sarah  Nathan Catchings, team dorsey, 
Trevin Beattie, Eric Koslow, Jennifer Dineen, Indika Siriwardena, Jason Rostoker, Shawn Arnold, Siobhán, Ken Penttinen, Nathan Taylor, Les Aker, William McGraw, ClareG, Rizwan Kassim, Constance Urist, Alex Hackman, Jirat, pineapples of 
solidarity, Katie Dean, Wai Jack Sin, Ian Dundore, Justin, Mark, Caleb Weeks
__

Want to find Crash Course elsewhere on the internet?
Facebook - http://www.facebook.com/YouTubeCrashCourse
Twitter - http://www.twitter.com/TheCrashCourse
Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/thecrashcourse/

CC Kids: http://www.youtube.com/crashcoursekids

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VmqZvlj07-w


Post-Katrina 
Consensus
Environmental Justice meets Climate Justice:

● Underlying segregation, poverty, housing 
discrimination, educational racism, and poor 
infrastructure made the community more 
vulnerable

● Human created climate change made Katrina 
more harmful

● Systemic racism impacted the resiliency of the 
survivors



Distinctions in Emphasis

Restorative 
Justice

“Leave it in the 
Ground”

Indigenous 
Leadership



Indigeneity and 
Climate Justice
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Climate Change as 
Intensified Colonialism

● Is climate change really caused by “human activity” 
writ large?

● How do colonial and capitalist ideologies perpetuate 
climate change?

A comparison of forest cover before the British established a colony in New 

Zealand (left) versus today (right).



The Impacts of Colonial 
“Conservation”

● Banning of  controlled burning in 
Australia and the United States

● Destruction of native forests with pine 
plantations in the western Himalayas

● Destruction of indigenous lands, 
harvesting, and hunting grounds  

Smoke from 2019 wildfires in southern Australia



— Heather Davis and Zoe Todd

“That colonizers today, from settlers to imperialists, are 
concerned about climate change, suggests that they are now 

being affected by the seismic waves of massive ecosystem 
transformation that began over 500 years ago.”



Further Reading:
● Indigenous Climate Change Studies: Indigenizing Futures, Decolonizing the Anthropocene

● Salish-Kootenai Tribe’s Climate Change Strategic Plan

● Petition To The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights Seeking Relief From 
Violations Resulting from Global Warming Caused By Acts and Omissions of the United 
States (Inuit “Right to Be Cold” Petition

● “Climate Changed: Reflections on Our Past, Present and Future Situation,” organized by 
the Indigenous Peoples Climate Change Working Group

● Mandaluyong Declaration of the Global Conference on Indigenous Women, Climate 
Change and REDD Plus

● Pollution is Colonialism by Max Liboiron



Just 
Transitions
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Just transitions, explained

The coal industry has been in decline for nearly a century. That's good news, since it means less carbon and pollution. But there's a catch: It can also means fewer jobs and tax revenue for coal communities.

But, wait. There is a way to make moving on from coal a win-win proposition. Watch our video to see what happens when labor, environmental, and community groups come together to forge a path forward.

Read more about Tonawanda here: http://grist.org/justice/a-working-class-buffalo-suburb-retired-a-coal-plant-the-right-way/

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lfv52KF5fHM




In Your Groups

1. Imagine you have been appointed to a task force tasked with creating a 
proposal for a just transition for Beckley, a coal town in West Virginia.

2. What considerations would you need to take into account to ensure that 
residents are not left behind by the transition? Make sure to think about 
the implications for workers, suppliers, communities, and consumers 
when you think about your plan.



Closing Reflections 



Next Week’s Assignment:
Listen to the following interview about cobalt 

mining in the Congo and as a group create 5 

slides outlining why this is a climate justice and 

environmental justice issue, tying it back to the 17 

principles of EJ. 
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